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while making the ultra-wealthy and billion- 
dollar corporations pay their fair share; and 

(3) opposes paying for any tax cuts with 
cuts to Social Security, Medicare, or Med-
icaid, or cuts to pay and benefits for our 
servicemembers, veterans, or law enforce-
ment. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 66—CON-
DEMNING THE USE BY THE PEO-
PLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA OF A 
HIGH-ALTITUDE SURVEILLANCE 
BALLOON OVER THE TERRITORY 
OF THE UNITED STATES AS A 
BRAZEN VIOLATION OF UNITED 
STATES SOVEREIGNTY 

Mr. TESTER (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. PETERS, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. DURBIN, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
KELLY, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. COONS, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Ms. MURKOWSKI, Ms. LUM-
MIS, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. SCOTT of South 
Carolina, Mr. CRAMER, Mrs. BLACK-
BURN, Mr. HAGERTY, Mrs. BRITT, and 
Mr. BRAUN) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 66 

Whereas, on February 2, 2023, the Depart-
ment of Defense publicly announced it was 
tracking over United States territory a high- 
altitude surveillance balloon belonging to 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC); 

Whereas the Department of Defense ac-
knowledged that North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD) first began 
tracking the surveillance balloon on January 
28, 2023, prior to the entry of the balloon into 
United States airspace; 

Whereas the Secretary of Defense has stat-
ed that the balloon ‘‘was being used by the 
PRC in an attempt to surveil strategic sites 
in the continental United States’’; 

Whereas the surveillance balloon traveled 
near sensitive national security facilities of 
the United States, including Malmstrom Air 
Force Base in Montana; 

Whereas, on February 4, 2023, a United 
States Air Force aircraft, at the direction of 
the President acting consistent with mili-
tary advice, shot down the surveillance bal-
loon in the territorial airspace of the United 
States off the coast of South Carolina; 

Whereas, on February 4, 2023, the Depart-
ment of Defense submitted a request for a 
call between the Secretary of Defense and 
the Minister of National Defense of the PRC, 
Wei Fenghe, a request that the PRC subse-
quently declined; 

Whereas open lines of communication be-
tween the United States and the civilian and 
military officials of the PRC remain critical 
to avoid miscommunication or escalation to 
conflict; 

Whereas the United States intelligence 
community has linked the surveillance bal-
loon of the PRC to a broader surveillance 
program run by the People’s Liberation 
Army, and United States officials have 
briefed officials from other countries that 
may have also been targeted; 

Whereas intelligence collection by the PRC 
directed against the United States poses a 
threat to the interests and security of the 
United States and extends beyond the capa-
bilities demonstrated by the February 2023 
incident and related incidents; 

Whereas, while the PRC has a long history 
of intelligence collection operations against 
national security entities of the United 
States, reports of its espionage have risen 
significantly in the past decade; 

Whereas the Chinese Communist Party 
spread false claims about the nature and pur-
pose of the surveillance balloon, falsely 
claiming it to be a weather balloon that 
veered off course due to ‘‘force majeure’’; 

Whereas, on February 3, 2023, the Secretary 
of State postponed his trip to the PRC and 
referred to the balloon incident as an ‘‘irre-
sponsible act and a clear violation of U.S. 
sovereignty and international law that un-
dermined the purpose of the trip’’; 

Whereas Article I of the Convention on 
International Civil Aviation, also known as 
the Chicago Convention, states that ‘‘every 
State has complete and exclusive sov-
ereignty over the airspace above its terri-
tory’’; 

Whereas the substantial increase in the de-
tection of unidentified aerial phenomena 
since February 4, 2023 warrants further in-
vestigation and attention to domain aware-
ness gaps identified by United States North-
ern Command; and 

Whereas it is in the national security in-
terest of the United States to deter foreign 
adversaries from engaging in intelligence 
collection and other malign activities within 
United States territory and airspace: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the brazen violation of 

United States sovereignty by the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC); 

(2) denounces the efforts of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) to deceive the inter-
national community through false claims 
about its intelligence collection campaigns 
in violation of United States sovereignty, 
and those regarding other nations where 
similar incidents have occurred; 

(3) determines that it should be the policy 
of the United States to act promptly, respon-
sibly, and decisively to deter and stop for-
eign aerial surveillance platforms violating 
United States sovereignty, including those 
directed by or connected to the CCP; and 

(4) calls on the President to keep Congress 
fully informed by continuing to provide com-
prehensive briefings on the February 2023 in-
cident, previous incidents, and the broader 
efforts of the PRC in this area that include— 

(A) a complete account of all known viola-
tions of United States national airspace by 
the PRC in recent years, regardless of plat-
form; 

(B) a complete account of similar past inci-
dents of the PRC’s use of surveillance bal-
loons around the world; 

(C) a timeline of events for the February 
2023 incident, from first detection to the 
eventual shootdown of the balloon; 

(D) an assessment of what surveillance 
data the PRC was potentially able to collect 
or transmit via the balloon while it was over 
United States territory; 

(E) an assessment of the value of the intel-
ligence that the United States obtained 
while the balloon transited the United 
States and from the recovery and analysis of 
physical debris; 

(F) a detailed account of what measures 
were taken to mitigate the intelligence col-
lection threat posed by the balloon, the costs 
of those measures, and the impact on the 
regular operations of the affected installa-
tions, platforms, and personnel; 

(G) a description of what options were 
identified to mitigate the threat, and a de-
scription and timing of the recommenda-
tions the United States military made re-
garding those options; 

(H) an account of diplomatic communica-
tions, past and ongoing, between the United 
States and the PRC regarding the February 
2023 incident, including any demarches by 
Department of State personnel and subse-
quent responses by the PRC; 

(I) a detailed description of plans, capabili-
ties, and methods to deter and defeat intel-
ligence collection activities conducted by 
the PRC or other foreign adversaries in 
United States national airspace and any ad-
ditional authorities or resources needed from 
Congress to ensure detection and defeat of 
these activities in the future; 

(J) a detailed description of efforts of the 
United States to enhance cooperation with 
partners, allies, and countries affected by 
the global surveillance balloon program of 
the PRC to push back on the PRC’s practices 
in this area; and 

(K) a description of efforts to hold the Gov-
ernment of the PRC, and entities associated 
with the design, development, management, 
and deployment of the PRC surveillance bal-
loon program, accountable for the violation 
of United States sovereignty and the sov-
ereignty of other countries. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 67—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF ‘‘CAREER AND TECH-
NICAL EDUCATION MONTH’’ 

Mr. KAINE (for himself, Mr. YOUNG, 
Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. BRITT, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. BUDD, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. 
CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DAINES, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. ERNST, 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. FETTERMAN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, 
Ms. HASSAN, Mr. HEINRICH, Mr. 
HICKENLOOPER, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
HOEVEN, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. KELLY, 
Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. MARSHALL, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. 
MURPHY, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. PADILLA, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. REED, Mr. RISCH, Mr. 
ROMNEY, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. SCOTT of 
South Carolina, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
VANCE, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. WARNER, 
Mr. WELCH, Mr. WICKER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 67 

Whereas a competitive global economy re-
quires workers who are prepared for skilled 
professions; 

Whereas not fewer than 17,000,000 new 
workers will be needed to support the infra-
structure sector of the United States in the 
next decade, including to design, build, and 
operate transportation, housing, utilities, 
and telecommunications; 

Whereas current global economic uncer-
tainty and volatility have fundamentally 
shifted entire industries within foundational 
sectors of the economy of the United States, 
creating significant demands for high-qual-
ity and efficient educational opportunities 
to ensure a quick and equitable recovery; 

Whereas career and technical education 
(referred to in this preamble as ‘‘CTE’’) en-
sures that competitive and skilled workers 
are ready, willing, and capable of holding 
jobs in high-wage, high-skill, and in-demand 
career fields such as science, technology, en-
gineering, art and design, mathematics, 
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nursing, allied health, construction, infor-
mation technology, energy sustainability, 
and many other career fields that are vital 
in keeping the United States competitive in 
the global economy; 

Whereas CTE helps the United States meet 
the very real and immediate challenges of 
economic development, student achieve-
ment, and global competitiveness; 

Whereas, in the United States, more than 
1⁄2 of all jobs require some level of postsec-
ondary education, but less than a bachelor’s 
degree; 

Whereas nearly 12,000,000 students are en-
rolled in CTE across the United States at the 
secondary and postsecondary levels, with 
CTE programs in thousands of comprehen-
sive high schools, area technical centers, and 
career academies and in nearly 1,000 2-year 
colleges; 

Whereas CTE matches employability skills 
with workforce demand and provides rel-
evant academic and technical coursework 
leading to credentials of value for secondary, 
postsecondary, and adult learners; 

Whereas CTE affords students the oppor-
tunity to cultivate the knowledge and skills 
to earn the credentials needed to secure ca-
reers in growing, high-demand fields; 

Whereas secondary CTE is associated with 
a lower probability of dropping out of high 
school and a higher likelihood of graduating 
on time; 

Whereas, according to an American Fed-
eration of Teachers poll, 94 percent of par-
ents approve of expanding access to CTE and 
other programs that prepare students for 
jobs; 

Whereas students at schools with highly- 
integrated, rigorous academic and CTE pro-
grams are significantly more likely to meet 
college and career readiness benchmarks 
than students at schools with less integrated 
programs; 

Whereas, in 2018, Congress affirmed the im-
portance of CTE by passing the Strength-
ening Career and Technical Education for 
the 21st Century Act (Public Law 115–224; 132 
Stat. 1563), which supports investment and 
program improvement in secondary and 
postsecondary CTE programs in all 50 States, 
the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth 
of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Is-
lands, and outlying areas; and 

Whereas February 23, 2023, marks the 106th 
anniversary of the signing of the Act of Feb-
ruary 23, 1917 (39 Stat. 929, commonly known 
as the ‘‘Smith-Hughes Vocational Education 
Act of 1917’’), which was the first major Fed-
eral investment in secondary CTE and laid 
the foundation for the bipartisan, bicameral 
support for CTE that continues as of Feb-
ruary 2023: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of February 

2023 as ‘‘Career and Technical Education 
Month’’ to celebrate career and technical 
education across the United States; 

(2) supports the goals and ideals of Career 
and Technical Education Month; 

(3) recognizes the importance of career and 
technical education in preparing a well-edu-
cated and skilled workforce in the United 
States; and 

(4) encourages educators, school coun-
selors, guidance and career development pro-
fessionals, administrators, and parents to 
promote career and technical education as a 
respected educational pathway for students. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 68—DESIG-
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB-
RUARY 11 THROUGH FEBRUARY 
18, 2023, AS ‘‘NATIONAL ENTRE-
PRENEURSHIP WEEK’’ TO RECOG-
NIZE THE IMPORTANCE AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF ENTRE-
PRENEURS AND STARTUPS TO 
THE ECONOMIC PROSPERITY OF 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE 
WELL-BEING OF EVERY COMMU-
NITY ACROSS THE UNITED 
STATES 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 68 

Whereas National Entrepreneurship Week 
is a congressionally chartered event taking 
place annually during the third week of Feb-
ruary for the purpose of democratizing and 
promoting entrepreneurship across the 
United States through education, connec-
tion, and collaboration; 

Whereas the United States is the most en-
trepreneurial country in the world and the 
entrepreneurial spirit woven into the na-
tional consciousness is central to the iden-
tity of the United States; 

Whereas that entrepreneurial spirit and 
the countless new businesses it has spawned 
have built the most innovative and produc-
tive economy in the history of the world; 

Whereas the United States is a nation of 
entrepreneurs, with new and small busi-
nesses comprising 99 percent of all businesses 
in the United States and employing nearly 
half of all workers in the United States; 

Whereas, given the importance of entrepre-
neurship to innovation, productivity gains, 
job creation, and expanding opportunity, a 
thriving entrepreneurial spirit is critical to 
economic growth in the United States; 

Whereas National Entrepreneurship Week 
celebrates the initiative, drive, creativity, 
and commitment embodied in the entrepre-
neurial spirit of the United States; 

Whereas National Entrepreneurship Week 
inspires students and the next generation of 
entrepreneurs by encouraging educators in 
grade schools, colleges, and universities 
across the United States to integrate entre-
preneurship education into the classroom; 
and 

Whereas research has demonstrated that 
students who participate in entrepreneurship 
education programs have better attendance 
records, perform better in core subjects, and 
have lower drop-out rates than students who 
do not participate in such programs: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates the week of February 11 

through February 18, 2023, as ‘‘National En-
trepreneurship Week’’; 

(2) celebrates the importance of entre-
preneurs and startups to the economy of the 
United States; 

(3) recognizes the contributions entre-
preneurs make to expand opportunity, pro-
vide more inclusive prosperity, and increase 
the well-being of every community across 
the United States; 

(4) affirms the importance and urgency of 
enacting policies that promote, nurture, and 
support entrepreneurs and startups; and 

(5) encourages Federal, State, and local 
governments, schools, nonprofit organiza-
tions, and other civic organizations to ob-
serve National Entrepreneurship Week annu-
ally with special events and activities— 

(A) to recognize the contributions of entre-
preneurs in the United States; 

(B) to teach the importance of entrepre-
neurship to a strong and inclusive economy; 
and 

(C) to take steps to encourage, support, 
and celebrate future entrepreneurs. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 69—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF FEBRUARY 18 
THROUGH FEBRUARY 25, 2023, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL FFA WEEK’’ , RECOG-
NIZING THE IMPORTANT ROLE 
OF THE NATIONAL FFA ORGANI-
ZATION IN DEVELOPING THE 
NEXT GENERATION OF GLOB-
ALLY CONSCIOUS LEADERS WHO 
WILL CHANGE THE WORLD AND 
IN CELEBRATION OF THE 95TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE NA-
TIONAL FFA ORGANIZATION 
Mr. YOUNG (for himself, Mr. COONS, 

Mr. BOOZMAN, Ms. STABENOW, Ms. 
BALDWIN, Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BRAUN, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARPER, Mr. CASEY, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ 
MASTO, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. 
CRUZ, Mr. DAINES, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. 
ERNST, Mrs. FISCHER, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mr. HAGERTY, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. HICKENLOOPER, Mr. HOEVEN, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, Mr. KAINE, Mr. KENNEDY, 
Mr. KING, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LUJÁN, Ms. LUMMIS, Mr. 
MARSHALL, Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. 
MERKLEY, Mr. MULLIN, Mr. OSSOFF, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROMNEY, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
RUBIO, Mr. SCOTT of South Carolina, 
Ms. SINEMA, Ms. SMITH, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
TILLIS, Mr. TUBERVILLE, Mr. WICKER, 
Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. COTTON, Mrs. 
BRITT, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
WARNOCK, Mr. VANCE, Mr. WELCH, and 
Mr. KELLY) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 69 

Whereas the National FFA Organization 
(referred to in this preamble as the ‘‘FFA’’) 
was established in 1928; 

Whereas the mission of the FFA is to make 
a positive difference in the lives of students 
by developing their potential for premier 
leadership, personal growth, and career suc-
cess through agricultural education; 

Whereas the FFA has more than 850,000 
members in 8,995 chapters in all 50 States, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the 
United States Virgin Islands, and Wash-
ington, D.C.; 

Whereas the FFA welcomes all students; 
Whereas more than 13,000 FFA advisors and 

agricultural education teachers deliver an 
integrated model of agricultural education, 
providing students with an innovative and 
cutting-edge education; 

Whereas the FFA facilitates formative ex-
periences, altering the course of the lives of 
students for the better; 

Whereas FFA members develop the nec-
essary career-readiness skills to continue 
their education in college or to enter the 
workforce immediately; 

Whereas the FFA prepares members to be 
globally conscious citizens of their commu-
nities, their States, their country, and the 
world; 

Whereas the FFA provides opportunities to 
demonstrate literacy, advocacy, and tech-
nical skills in agriculture, food, and natural 
resources; 
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